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COMTINUED FROM PAGE AL

an 1t Epringfield property.

and econpmie  difficulties  have
hobbled the state’s food woste re-
eyeling industry, but boeal mejeing
entrepreneurs and  activists  are
working to reverse the trend.

They zee the veritzble modi-
| tains of perbepe produced by Lhe
| stabe’s dense population as “Mew

Jergey's nabural resource,”  and

they want to install culting-edge

facilities at locations in Trenton

and Undon County thet  wiould

make the siate’s solid waste peoy-
| cling sysiem one of the most -
| phisticated on the planet.

Those who appreciafe the en-
ergy and fertlizer potential in or
ganie waste think that throwdng it
all into a landild = a terrible waste,
and Stephen Paul of the Princetan
Plasma Physies Laborstory is ane
af @ mew breed of recpelers who
miy be part of the selution.

Paul kas the technology to Him
organic wasbe — grass clippings,
paper, vegetables and anathing clse
that comes from a plant — inda
| components for P-Series fueld, an al-
| ternptive fuel for suntomobies that
cin be used n Bedble foel vehickes
already monufsetured by Pord,
Geperal Motors and other auto-
makes,

Loeal offielals have expressed
suppar for Paul's propasal bo mod-
iy an wsed sfudge brestment
plant on Trepton's Duck Iskmd
that was comstructed for $80 mil-
Ban at tampayer expense before the
project was aborted. Once opema-
tionel the “Trenton Fuel Works"
wqidld be the first fan:ltt:.' in the
eounley L birn urben waste mater-
inls into fuel )

“T'm hapirs Trenton 18 going to
| be the leader i this countey,” said

Paul who i8 in the process of seeur-
ing the necezsary permits and ad-
ditional mvestment. 108 thme for
the city to dust ol Rs “Trenton
| mnamloes, b world takes™ elogan and
“mot back in the saddle,” he said

“It's hard to do-amything small
in the energy fleld, but i 1 can
make enough of (the foely and &
costs less Shan gasoline there's 2
huge macket for 1" Paul aid He
oxpects the Medlity to open by
Biarch 207,

In Union County, Converfed O-
ganies Ine, & proposing anothir i
dooe fecility that, i constructed
would be the Brst of its Kind in the
nation. The technoogy accelerates
the commposting process by adding
axygen and heat, eoaverting the or-
ganic waste into & “soll amend-
ment” than & cheaper and bess en-
sirpamentally sdverse than cheen-
cal fertilizers, actonding o the
- pomipeny's Web sibe,

The eompany has almesdy re-
ceived approval from [he sninty
and is working bo secure DEP per-
mits ond mvare capital irestment,
gecording t0 the Sold Waste Re-
sojree Renewsal CGiroup at. Rutgers
Tniversity.

Bath these projects provide @
glepr allemative to the lasge out-
doar eomposting yards of Easiemn
COrpanie: they use Lechiodogy that
stays indoors and & odar-lree, |

Clashes with DEP regulators |

Besident complaints about
odors and proundwater pollition
brsught steingent enforcement ae-
tlon sgainst Eastern Organle fom
DEP offirials, who believe “an cal-
doar food waste composting feclity
= nod) A vieble option, gven the
density of people hers in New Jer-
sey," said Woll Bkaosl, DEP assict-
gnt eommissioner for compliance
and enforcement. “An indoar -
cility is @ whole different t=sup," he
adcied

Eaatern Ovganic had plans for
an Indoar facillity an its Buslingtan
Conmty site, bat relatinns among
regidenits amd  bocal officials
Springfeld Township, the DEP,
and the compeeter have soured £o
the point thet company president
David Goodemote beleves moving

“The townshlp warts us ouf,™
spid Goodemote, who added that
diseusgions with DEP about the
enciosed feclity “have gotlen no
where" in three years. The paoposal
woald have allowed Lhe oompany
to accept 200,000 fons of food
waste per wear for processing in-
ihoHars, .

“That would only put = dent In
the armount of food waste per year
Lhas 18 avalkable foc recycling i the
stake” Goodemote said. “I8% o very
gad situation

As other entrepreneurs LY
g#t operations online, local Advo-
cates are asking the state to belp
apeed Ehe process Lo ensure Lhal
the solid waste recyeling industry
continixes L grw,

“Wew Jersey can be a leader in
developing reusable onpanic Wasts
ag 3 vahmahle, eommmercial peod-
wet” said Priscila Hayes, who
works with the waste renswal
group ab Ruigers as well as the
Bustalnable Business Metwark in
Princeton to fry to maintein a
growlng network of waste
generators that can supply these

Jay Ward, an
assistam

“Tt's mol aboul recycling s
much @& uslng resources," she
added. "We are keeping New Jer-
pey's garbagn foim going to waste.”

Ome way to boost the industey,
Hiyes says, & to ban argamic w6t
froem landfils, something Massa-
chusatts will do starting o 2000

“T'n me, that's a resporsible ap-
proach,” said Mile Mannm, a food
waste diversion expert who often
wirks with waste hsulers in Cen-
tral Wew Jersey. “iThe state) said,
Here's the date, get ready, be poe-
pared.’ They're helping feeilities get
permitted to get food waste.”

Mew Jersey has 52t @ goal of re-
yeling 50 percent of s solid waste,
gecording to the 2006 Solid Wasta
Manapement Plan The numies
stogd @t 327 percent as of 2003,
peconding to DEP stabistics Im-
provement in food waste recyeEng,
which is recommended by the
wagte management pian, could be
important bo achicving that goal

“Unless we ged another facility
permitted relatively quick. there's
golng o be no growih" Marma
said, Without growth in food waste
reryeling the state will nob reach 18
Sl-perpent goal, Manna predicied.

DEP ciarrentdy does have g per-
mit eocndifmtion program  that
coutd be used to speed up the
opening of food waste recyoling fa-
ellities i light of the sealing beck of
opsrations st Basterm Organic
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“Permit copndinating 15 o great
prncess,” Hayves said, but "ibs just
not being used at this pomt in

But éeven il (he pefmitting pro-
cess takes time sdvocabes sUE De-
lieve that Mew Jersey has the popis-
lation and infrastrecture that will
pontimse 0 attract the highest
arder aof recyclers,

“With any kind of recyelabie, the
Tegpeat. inmatical headache i L
partation,” sabd hManns, “As far as 1
kmow, there's no barge-scale com-
merciz] food waste podection m the
cpuntry the way we do it in New
Jesey,”

Lamge pensrators like Pooda-
ramp  Bupermarkets Ine, which
owms 26 ShopRile stores ln Mercer,
Middiesex, Momnmouth and Ceean
eounties, slready divert much of
Eneir Gl waste to the mecycling
stream,

“On & given month 0 the gum-
maertinne, st in our Bhee bins (that
contaln organk: waste fom Lhe
prepared foods, dell, bakery, and
produce aisles), we are talldng
about 400 bars per manth 8t our
stores,” said Rick Felbon, a vice
president of Foodanma

“Al this stuff woild have gooe
right into the marbage comnpactes,”
sald Bill Cerrey, maneger of the
Wardd Class ShopRite on Oden
Avere in Bwing. The store oo oi-
verts nearly B0 percent of ifs gar-
bage to cordbonrd and food waste
recyeling, Carrey aald

Ginee the shuldeosm of Eastern
Organie, hsufng companies have
been gerambling to nd A new des-
tirsatiom for all that parbage,

e found a composter n
Pennsylvania who can take @
Tmiked amoumt™ as well as “varous
farmes n Wew Jersey,” Manna said.
“We hanve accommodaied the ma-
jority of the material"”

Withowt & food waslbe regyeling
syutemm in place, all of the waste
woild e hauled o a landfll, where
it wold ot away with other less
esefia] gurbege and “go to waste,”
a5 adworabis put i,

But mecycling ooMpaErdes want
to compete with Landills by charg-
ing lower “fipping fees” to obiain
the waste (and saving loeal tusi-
neases money in bhe process), then
comverting £ into & merketable
prodiset,

“hen you really think abouak 1t
ihere's & heck of 8 lot of enengy
that's tucked away i all this stull
and it pretty dem sbupid to theow
it all out,” Paud Said,

new pecvelers.
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Herniated Disc Pain?

#, MJ] — A new free repont has recenily been relesed
thar reveals an amang new medicad breakiwough research has
el BN seccessiul reating debilitaring back pakn. Bven with
omuliphe hermiaved discs. Fiond our how space wavel sobved
astronauts back pain and bow ghis accidenial diseovery has lesd
1o the most promisng Back pain prescment wday. For your free
reporn entitled, “FHewr Space Age Technology Iy Sofding Hack
Pain Wirhopr Prwgs O Swrgery ™ call 1-800-T53-0440 and liszen
ter the wedldres, 24 hr. recocded message, or Jog onin
www. Rupiuredidisc Report.oom for all the deails. Supplies are
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